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of the uses that had been made of what he denounced as the Central Power of which he had not complained. This affair caused a reserve in our personal intercourse which continued for some time, and until the period arrived when our franking1 privilege as United States Senators commenced. He then came to my seat and announced the fact to me as a mattertlmt might have escaped my notice, and at the same time pressed me to dine with him.
After dinner he proposed a walk, and in the course of it spoke feelingly of the collisions which political life almost unavoidably produced between the best of friends, and the inquietude growing out of them, and said that the best remedy he had discovered was to forget and forgive—to sleep upon the matter, and rising in the morning to wash, shave, put on fresh linen, and think no more of it. Understanding the object of these suggestions, I also came to the conclusion to dismiss the subject from my thoughts, and our personal relations resumed their previous footing.
Some time afterwards, and during the session of the Convention, an editorial article appeared in. the Argus remarking upon this and other differences of opinion between this section and the great body of our party—admitting that to some extent they had been anticipated as likely to occur in. the course of time, but saying that it was not expected that they would present themselves so soon. When I came into the Convention, John Duer, in a courteous and not unfriendly manner, repeated to me the closing words—" not so soon "— w;tli significant emphasis. This led to a farther conversation in which I admitted that the article spoke my sentiments. We dined together at his brother's lodgings with a few mutual friends, and had an animated conversation upon points in regard to which we entertained diverse views, in the course of which, becoming convinced that there were radical differences in our feelings and opinions which must prevent us from long acting together, I involuntarily struck my hand upon the table with unusual earnestness, when he instantly turned to me, and said ^ that is the indication of a grave conclusion! May I know what it is, Sir? " I laughed at his interpretation and turned the conversation into a different channel.
These occurrences produced distrust, but no personal hostility, or even determination to separate. That was brought to pass by the ensuing Presidential election, and the influences it called into action. A large majority of the Democrats supported Crawford, the rest dividing upon Adams and Clay. The " high-minded " espoused the cause of Mr. Adams zealously, and the feelings produced, or rather revived by that contest carried them back into the federal ranks,— then called National Republicans—where the survivors are still serving as Whigs.ed at con jtlerahle length and with Mime, warmth aiul in the cour..e of n»v remark - alluded delicately but intelligibly vo QH<:
